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Our services

• Hydrographic training and courses since 2000

• Developed by people who gained their 
experience in the field and taught by those 
same individuals

• Skilltrade provides courses and training in 
three areas:
– Introductory and general courses 

– E-learning modules

– Hydrographic Survey IHO-Category B programme



Compentence and certification

• Rijkswaterstaat and Port of Rotterdam in The 
Netherlands, the UK Ministry
of Defence, government Middle East require 
minimum IHO-Cat B of their sub-contractors

• Nautical charts need to be certified all over the 
world for safer shipping routes 

• Standards of Competence for Hydrographic 
Surveyors - IBSC

• IMCA provides  “Competence” guidelines for 
operational functions; such as divers, ROV 
personnel and hydrographic surveyors.



Our accredited Category B course

• Skilltrade Category B programme has been 
officially recognised as such on the 1st July 
2008 

• Recently our programme received continued 
recognition as a FIG/IHO/ICA Class B 
Hydrographic Survey Programme in 
accordance with  the Standards of 
Competence for Hydrographic Surveyors 
FIG/IHO/ICA S-5, Edition 11.1.0 



Our accredited Category B course

• Intense course of 30 weeks, a 12 week course in IJmuiden, 
preceded by a 13 weeks E Learning program. 

• The curriculum is compiled with weekly workshops, 
transfer of technology  and a practical project (Educational 
Survey Project-ESP)

• After completion of the course in IJmuiden (NLD) a 4-week 
Field Training Project (FTP) required

•

Block I II-0 II-1 II-2 II-3 III IV

Week 1 – 13 14 15 - 18 19 – 25 26 27 - 30 30 – max. 
185

Modules E-Learning Safety
induction

Basic 
modules

Essential and 
Optional 
modules

Educational 
Survey 
Project (ESP)

Field Training 
Project (FTP)

Field 
Proficiency 
Period (FPP)

Outcome Eligible to 
enter Cat.B 
Course

BOSIET + OLF-
supplement 
Universal 
Basic Survival

• QINSy Online Cert.
• Skilltrade Cert. of Attendance, or

Skilltrade Cert. of Education

FIG/IHO/ICA 
Cert. of 
Course 
Completion

FIG/IHO/ICA 
Cert. of Field 
Proficiency



E-Learning Courses

Since 2014 we offer the following E-Learning 
courses:

• Mathematics

• Physics

• Bathymetry

• Geodesy

• Global Satellite Navigation Systems



Category B Curriculum



Field Training Project

• After completion of the 13-week theoretical 
course in IJmuiden, the student then needs to 
gain at least 4 weeks experience in a fully 
supervised Field Training Project in a qualified 
survey organisation 

• Qualified Assessor and Skilltrade Verifier

• FTP-Task book 

• FTP reflects the level of knowledge outlined in 
the Skilltrade-Nova College Category B syllabus



Results ( up to April 8, 2016)



Competence

• Certificate of Field Proficiency and IMCA 
logbook to consolidate hydrographic 
knowledge and to obtain the necessary 
practical experience as a hydrographic 
surveyor. 

• All supervised by Skilltrade in cooperation 
with the Education Board



• Certificate of Field Proficiency and IMCA 
logbook to consolidate hydrographic 
knowledge and to obtain the necessary 
practical experience as a hydrographic 
surveyor. 

• All supervized by Skilltrade in cooperation 
with the Education Board

“Since being accepted, both 
my theoretical and practical 
knowledge has developed considerably, 
with many opportunities to progress”

After graduation: “The 
candidate is then 
considered to be 
Graduate level and is 
ready and prepared for a 
full-time role“



Skilltrade BV
Phone: +31 (0)71 561 13 65
www.skilltrade.nl
jstam@skilltrade.nl

Office: Schoolstraat 174
2252 CN  Voorschoten
The Netherlands
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